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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social, economic, and physical characteristics of
para rubber growers in Tha Kok Daeng Sub-District (2) knowledge and news resources about para rubber
situation (3) the adaptation of rubber growing farmers (4) the needs for extension and support (5)
problems and recommendations in adaptation and extension needs of farmers.The population of the
study was 310 farmers in Tha Kok Daeng Sub-District Seka District of Bueng Kan Province who had
registered with Rubber Authority of Thailand and the rubber was already tapped. The sample size was
175 people using simple random sampling. Structured interview was the tool used in this research.
Statistics used in data analysis were frequency distribution, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
average, standard deviation, and ranking. The results stated that (1) About 54.3 % of farmers was male
with the average age of 56.25 years old and completed primary school. The average household members
were 3.99 people. Average agricultural worker was 2.22 people and all of the group members possessed
the average land of 21.87 Rai. More than one half had land deeds. The average para rubber growing area
was 14.14 Rai. Most of the land was a highland/hillock. The average income from para rubber production
was 123,160 Baht (2) Knowledge and news resources received: personal media was received through
District Agricultural extension officer while group media was received through trainings and for mass
media; it was received via radio broadcasting. (3) There was behavioral change by lesson down
unnecessary entertainment organizing, avoid using expensive products, grow other types of plants along
with para rubber, and consult for suggestion through communication devices. (4) There was some needs
to learn how to grow durian, nurture local domestic fowl/fighting cock, and to possess the knowledge on
calculating agricultural area, product processing from plants and animal by sun drying. There were needs
in the loans with low interest rate support along providing market for product selling. Also, they would
like the extension to come through broadcast tower and for extension officer to visit at home or at the
farmland. (5) Farmers faced with problems about production and had recommended to provide loans

with low interest rate for them.

Keywords: Adaptation, Agricultural extension needs, Para rubber growing farmer, Tha Kok Daeng Sub-district
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